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DEPARTMENT OF MINES AND PETROLEUM – RESPONSES TO QUESTIONS ON NOTICE 

2799. Hon Robin Chapple to the Minister for Mines and Petroleum 

With reference to questions pertaining to mines health and safety issues, question on notice No. 2516 and the 
Ministerial Statement of Thursday, 12 August 2010, I ask — 

(1) Of the 400 hours preparing answers to questions or the 715 office hours spent by officers sitting in their 
offices answering questions — 

(a) how many of these hours were actually spent in the offices answering questions; and 

(b) how many of these hours were spent on mine sites investigating the issues raised? 

(2) Does the Minister consider that the issues identified in parliamentary questions by myself and addressed 
by actions of the Department of Mines and Petroleum (DMP) officers, in fixing the relevant problems, a 
waste of the Department’s time? 

(3) Directly or indirectly, how many issues were resolved by DMP officers or mines as a result of questions 
I asked on health and safety issues? 

Hon NORMAN MOORE replied: 

(1) I am advised by the Department of Mines and Petroleum that, depending on the nature of any particular 
Parliamentary Question, a number of technical, supervisory and administrative staff may carry out the 
required research and contribute to preparing the answer. 

The figure of 715 hours was the time taken by only Resources Safety Division staff based in Kalgoorlie, 
Collie and Perth during the months of May, June and July 2010. Of the 715 hours, 588 hours was 
expended by staff employed in the Kalgoorlie Office, all but 30 hours by Mines Safety inspectors. Of 
the 558 hours expended by inspectors, 438 hours were office hours and 120 hours was the time spent 
visiting mine sites investigating the issues raised. 

(2) I refer to my answer to Parliamentary Question 2516 and in particular, the importance of correct use of 
the provisions of the Mines Safety and Inspection Act 1994 for resolution of workplace health and 
safety matters. A key factor in improving safety on mine sites is effective consultation at the workplace. 

(3) Your series of questions have been answered to my satisfaction and I refer you to those previous 
answers. 

__________ 

 

 
 


